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Fundamental Values of Ethical Codes for University
Mohammad Khodayarifard*

Abstract

Changing the function of modern universities and turning them into
an economic engine for societies has provided challenges for ethical
behavior in universities. This situation has led institutions
responsible for developing an ethical culture in universities to
develop codes of conduct to promote a kind of ethical egoism in
universities. Theoretical reliance on indigenous fundamental values
and cultural variables in different countries has led to different codes
of conduct in different cultural societies. The key question is: "what
are the fundamental values that should be taken into account in the
development of codes of conduct? A citation analysis method was
used in this study and the following five basic steps were taken in
order to answer the research question: 1) Identifying the research
problem, 2) Defining and specifying the variables, 3) Sampling and
selecting units of analysis and background, 4) Coding and
categorization, and 5) Conclusion. The extracted fundamental
values in the present study can be categorized into self-
communication, communication with others, and communication
with God. Self-communication has sub-categories including
acceptance of responsibility, superficial beauty, and acceptance of
criticism; communication with others has sub-categories including
trust, respect and consideration for the rights of others; and
communication with God has sub-categories including justice,
honesty and repentance. The present study was an attempt toward
the realization of one of the most important steps in the development
of a code of ethics, namely identifying the fundamental values of a
code of ethics for universities. More in-depth studies and
development of a broader model to address the ethical challenges of
the modern Iranian universities are a fundamental necessity
attracting some researchers.

Keywords: Code of conduct, University, Fundamental VValues
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